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“Any human power can be resisted and changed by human beings.”
- Ursula K. Le Guin

Council discusses charPetition started to pro- ter review
tect DACA students process
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Students start petition asking President Bolton to commit
to protecting undocumented and DACA status students
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Above, students gather to show support for undocumented and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals students (Photo by Shoshana Rice).
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Eduadro Munoz ’19 is organizing an online petition to encourage The College of Wooster to
proactively commit to protections
for undocumented and Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) students in reaction to
the looming threats of the current
United States presidential administration.
The petition seeks to address
the many complications and issues that DACA students would
face if the DACA program were
to be terminated. Munoz explained, “With the current DACA
program, students may receive
temporary legal status in the U.S.
and are not at risk for deportation.
They also receive work permits,
driver licenses and American IDs,
and other benefits. If DACA is dis-

mantled, all this is taken away from
them.”
The petition lays out three primary demands. First, that the College agree “to cover all preexisting
financial costs to students directly
after the termination of the DACA
program” and that the institution
work to accommodate the financial
gap for students who may lose financial support as the result of a program termination. Second, that the
College refuse to share any sensitive information with and refuse access to the campus for immigration
agencies without a judicial warrant.
Third, that the College’s admissions
process be restructured to expand
upon the inclusion of academically
qualified undocumented students.
President Bolton responded to the
demands outlined in the petition and
highlighted the ways in which the
College is working to proactively
address these concerns. Bolton stat-

ed that the College already follows
strict standards to protect the private information of students, but
that the school is beginning to
take additional precautions.
Bolton explained, “At the start
of the current semester, we contacted all faculty and staff to be
sure that everyone who might be
asked about a student’s protected
information would know not to
respond, and to pass the request
forward to my office so that we
can ensure we protect students to
the maximal extent permitted by
law.”
She also highlighted that the
College works to adjust financial
aid support for students whose
legal immigration status may
change during the course of their
college career, specifically to support students who can no longer

Continued on page 2

Student Government Association elects seventeen senators
Brandon Bell
Staff Writer
Seventeen new senators were
elected to the SGA on Tuesday, representing the classes of
2018, 2019 and 2020. The new
senators will begin their oneyear term this semester.
Ishmam Khan ’19, Callie
Ogland-Hand ’19, Monét Davis ’19, Kenyon Moriarty ’19,
Maryori Sosa ’20 and Elizabeth
Main ’20 will represent the
student body at-large. Representing the class of 2020 are
Nabil Osborn, Sylvan Donefeld,
Emilee McCubbins, Mackenzie
Goltz and Nicholas Shereikis.
Reagan Kazyak, Rie Matsuzaki,
Armel Lee, Eduardo Munoz
and Annabelle Hopkins will
represent the class of 2019 and
Ethan Barham will represent
the class of 2018.
While representatives, the
senators also specialize in campus issues that are important to
them. As they begin their new
terms, which last until next

CC hopes to set
precedent for future charter reviews
Meg Itoh
Viewpoints Editor
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Seventeen new senators begin their one-year terms
this semester (Photo by Shoshana Rice).
January, the senators discussed what issues they would
focus on.
Osborn said that he wanted
to work to make it easier for
leaders of student clubs to secure funding from SGA.
“The process can be arduous [for some student lead-

ers],” Osborn said. He said that
he felt SGA funding could be
allocated to some types of activities, but not to others.
Matsuzaki and Ogland-Hand
both said they wanted to work
to change meal plans. As senators last year, they created an email survey with Campus Din-

ing Services that was sent to
students. They say the results
of this survey indicate that students want more flexibility.
“If you look at a lot of the
other Ohio Five schools, they
have multiple different options,”
Ogland-Hand said, noting that
the cost of the meal plans also
fluctuated — meaning that a
plan with fewer flex dollars or
swipes would cost less. Both say
they will continue working on
the issue, but expect they will
have to continue to work with
Campus Dining Services.
“There’s lots more to be done
than things that have been
done,” Matzusaki said.
Matsuzaki also spoke about
wanting to improve public relations between SGA and students. Specifically, she wanted
to increase attendance at open
meetings.
“We have a suggestion box,
but I know it’s hard to know
what has been done with [those
suggestions],” Matsuzaki said.

Continued on page 2

Campus Council (CC) is undergoing changes for reviewing the
charters of student organizations,
specifically the identification of what
criteria would necessitate bringing a
group forward for review.
Jack Johanning ’17, chair of CC,
stated that CC does not know what
the previous charter review process
looked like. “CC was unable to find
precedent on charter reviews within
a CC context, however, CC has always had the power to review, grant
and revoke charters,” he said.
“CC has always had purview over
the charters of student organizations. That means it has always had
the authority to review [their] charters,” said Scott Brown, vice president for student affairs and dean of
students, confirming Johanning’s
statement.
“What CC is doing now […] is
to identify by what criteria […] by
what standards and what specific
process will be used consistently, and
what might come from a review,”
said Brown.
The changes will not necessarily
occur in the CC policy, but rather in
clarifying procedures associated with
charter review, said Johanning. “Substantive policy shifts will be seen
when components of the Scot’s Key
are brought to vote near the end of
this session of CC,” he said.
Brown believes the process will
improve fairness, transparency and
accountability, leading to general improvement of organizations. “This
will be much better for all student
organizations. It makes it more understandable and consistent [as to]
when, why and what happens when
a charter is reviewed,” he said.
Brown explained that the conversation regarding the criteria
changes for CC charter review is not
only about Greek Letter organizations, but applies to all organizations
equally.
“Greek groups will not see any
changes unique to their organization.
This review process will not treat selective organizations differently from
inclusive groups,” said Johanning,
echoing Brown’s statement. “However, it may bring charters of student organizations to CC for review
because of particular sequences of
conduct that CC may have otherwise
been unaware of,” he said.
A public meeting was held on Feb.
2 by CC, in which participants discussed the process through which
CC would review the charters, and
the language in which the process
was described. The original intent of
the meaning was to discuss evidence
against the charter of Phi Omega
Sigma. The purpose shifted when
members of CC, Omega and other
attendees expressed concerns about
the process CC had proposed to review charters.
Heather Smith ’17, Gender/Sexual Diversity representative of CC,
expressed frustration that the process was being delayed. “Last week
[Johanning] sent out an email that
anybody on the CC Listserv can
come and help create this procedure.
There was already a meeting and everything on it […] I’m just kind of
frustrated on the fact that you could

Continued on page 2
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SECURITY BRIEFS
ALCOHOL
2/5 — 2:53 a.m.
Wagner Hall
Suspect, 18, had too
much to drink and
was taken to Wellness
Center
VANDALISM
1/30 — 7:57 a.m.
Babcock Hall
Witness reported
broken chair
1/30 — 1:36 p.m.
Gault Schoolhouse
Witness reported hole
in window
2/3 — 2:52 p.m.
Armington Hall
Witness reported
bathroom vandalized
2/4 — 9:19 a.m.
Gault Schoolhouse
Witness reported trash
can lid broken
2/5 — 1:38 a.m.
Bissman Hall
Broken chair
2/5 — 9:42 a.m.
Bissman Hall
Broken soap dispenser
DRUG INCIDENT
1/30 — 10:22 p.m.
Stevenson Hall
Suspect in possession
of drugs
DISORDERLY
1/23 — 10:23 p.m.
L.C. Boles Golf Couse
Suspect refused to
show ID
1/24 — 9:38 p.m.
Scot Center
Suspect tried to enter
secure closet, two
witnesses reported
incident and provided
information
1/29 — 1:28 p.m.
Kenarden Lodge
Suspect burning
incense in room,
witness reported
incident
1/30 — 10:22 p.m.
Stevenson Hall
Suspect covered smoke
detector
2/4 — 1:04 a.m.
Bornhuetter Hall
Suspect and victim
involved in student
conflict, cause safety
concerns
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Delta Theta Psi suspended pending investigation
Mackenzie Clark
News Editor
The sorority Delta Theta Psi
has been suspended pending investigation by the administration. This suspension follows the
suspensions of the fraternity Xi
Chi Psi and sororities Zeta Phi
Gamma, Alpha Gamma Phi and
Delta Phi Alpha. All five suspensions were put into effect after the
administration received reports of
allegations of hazing surrounding
each group’s New Member Education activities.
“The situation is identical to
the circumstances last week,” said
Scott Brown, dean of students
and vice president of student affairs. “It very recently came to our
attention that the organization
might have been engaging in ac-

tivities that constitute hazing.”
Similar to the first four groups
that were suspended, the members of Delta Theta Psi have been
asked to cease all chapter activi-

In a statement from the Delta
Theta Psi Executive Board, they
emphasized their commitment to
cooperation with the administration. “We are looking forward to

“

We are looking forward to
working with administration to resolve this issue as quickly as possible.”
-Delta Theta Psi Executive Board
ties, including New Member Education. The active members of
the sorority have also been asked
to cease communication with new
members while the administration
completes their investigation and
determines whether or not it will
be necessary to conduct a hearing.

working with administration to
resolve this issue as quickly as possible,” said the statement. “This
means following all of the guidelines given and, hopefully, having
productive meetings with Dean
Brown and Joe Kirk [associate director of Security and Protective

Services/director of Greek Life].”
The administration has recently completed the preliminary
investigations surrounding the allegations against Xi Chi Psi, Zeta
Phi Gamma, Alpha Gamma Phi
and Delta Phi Alpha. “We are currently reviewing all of the information that was collected,” said
Brown. “Following the review,
if there has been any information that is indicative of policy
violations, there will be a conduct
hearing. If a group is charged
with policy violations then the
Executive Board and New Member Educators would be asked to
attend a hearing on behalf of the
group.”
“We recognize that this has
been stressful for members of
the groups and we have moved as
quickly as we are able,” said Dean
Brown.

Campus Dining begins “Clean Bean” initiative
Daniel Sweat
Features Editor
Campus Dining has recently
begun two new initiatives that
aim to provide students with
healthier and better dining options.
The first of these programs
is the “Clean Bean,” which began at the request of several
students on the Campus Dining committee. The canned
black beans that were previously available at the Vegetarian section in Lowry have been
replaced with cooked black,
navy, red kidney and pinto
beans which are soaked overnight and cooked without any
additional ingredients.
Since the previously available
beans contained less-than-desirable amounts of sodium and
preservatives, the Clean Bean
is one of the ways Campus
Dining hopes to incorporate
less-processed, cleaner options
on the vegetarian menu. Moreover, Campus Dining’s commitment to the cleanliness of

DACA cont.
legally work. Finally, in response
to the concerns about immigration
agencies on campus, Bolton explained
that, “the College’s campus is, by and
large, open. In that regard, we cannot
generally prevent persons from coming onto campus property.” However,
she goes on to explain that the dorms
and private residences are not accessible to agencies without the proper
court order.
Professor Brian Cope, a faculty
advocate for DACA students, stated
that, “The College appears to be taking appropriate (and I hope all possible) measures to protect our DACA
students. Faculty and staff have received a protocol to follow from President Bolton in the event that we receive a request for information about

Charter cont.
have given input on this already,” she
said.
Nathan Fein, Director of Residence
Life, explained that he was unable to
contribute input in the previous meeting because he had been unable to attend. He stated that the email inviting
members on the CC Listserv was sent
out at 4:10 p.m. The meeting was to
be held the following day at 6:00 p.m.
“I have children to take care of,” said
Fein. “I need a little bit more time in
order to make sure I have other things
to take care of.”
Having Fein at the discussion was
crucial because Fein would be a member of staff affected by the CC charter review policy changes. “One of
the problems we had with the alcohol
policy last year was that the people
who would be there and around [the
policy] the most were not there for
the [discussion],” said Robb, explaining why the participation of Jess
Ettell, Director of Student Rights
and Responsibilities, and Fein are necessary within the discussion for char-

Lowry’s beans represents both
a commitment to student’s
suggestions in regard to what
they want to be served and a
commitment to student health.
Campus Dining Director
Marjorie Shamp encouraged
students to “combine them
with other ingredients for a
healthy, plant-based meal.”
Shamp also noted that students are free to add their own
seasoning from the spice rack
if they find the beans a bit too
clean for their taste.
In addition to implement
new policies that encourage
student health, Campus Dining is also looking to implementing more sustainability programs both on and off
campus.
As Shamp said, “Our department not only operates
Lowry, Kittredge, Old Main,
Mom’s and C-store, but also
provides all on-campus catering (over 1600 catering orders
a year, from boxed lunches to
served, plated gourmet meals),
schedules and supports more

than 32 summer camps and
conferences between May and
August and provides ceremony and reception services for
weddings.”
Last year, they began the Lug
Your Mug campaign, which has
been widely successful, and the
Clean Bean program is just another in a, hopefully, long list of
sustainability efforts. The fact
that the College’s food service
is the only self-operated food
service operation in the Ohio
5 (Denison, Kenyon, Oberlin,
Ohio Wesleyan and Wooster)
allows Campus Dining some
considerable flexibility when
revising their menu and looking
for more sustainable options.
The second of these programs is “Taste Test Tuesday”
(TTT), which campus dining uses to test out potential
foods before officially putting
them on the menu. Students
can sample a variety of potential menu items and vote
on whether they ought to be
included on the menu. Shamp
said that TTT helps both “to

break up the monotony of the
cycle menu” while also giving
students an opportunity for
their voices to be heard. “The
comments we have received on
the TTT comment cards indicate that students really enjoy tasting the new items and
providing input, even if they
don’t care for a particular offering,” said Shamp. The next
TTT’s are scheduled for Feb.
14, 21 and 28.
Taste Test Tuesdays is one
of many ways that Campus
Dining uses to evaluate student opinion. Other methods
include comment cards, emails
from students and food committee discussions. Shamp uses
all these resources to comprehensively evaluate the dining menu over the winter and
summer breaks. Less popular
items are dropped from the
menu and newer items may
be added in. The process of
changing the dining menu is,
indeed, slow; however, Shamp
emphasized that the role of
student feedback is critical.

any of our students from a government agency. Certainly following this
protocol is a good first step.” Bolton
went on to highlight additional measures the College can take to support
DACA student populations, including
providing access to legal support and
counseling.
However, the future of the DACA
program remains uncertain, and the
ramifications of its termination are
unclear. Bolton explained, “Ethically,
if we promise students that we will
protect their information in a certain
regard, we need to be certain that we
can definitely do that legally. The
legal landscape is quite complex and
uncertain, and I am committed to providing students the best information
we can so that they can make the most
well-informed decisions on issues regarding their own safety.”

SGA cont.
“If you listen to [students’
ideas] in person, it feels more
real.”
Davis, an at-large Senator,
agreed with encouraging attendance at open meetings.
However, she also encouraged
students to run for SGA positions. She spoke specifically
about the fact that, on Feb. 2,
four at-large senate positions
had yet to be filled.
“It’s important [that] students run for positions,” Davis said. “You can learn more
about what’s happening on
campus.”
Barham said that he had
been motivated to run by newfound enthusiasm after an un-

successful senate campaign in
his first year. He said he wanted to use his position in SGA
to facilitate communication on
diversity and race. As part of
this, he wanted to see more direct communication with students. He suggested SGA send
e-mails or reach out on social
media to regularly update students on their work.
“I’m also a member of African
Students Union[…] As a group,
we would go to the dorms and
talk about [events we hosted].
I think SGA could take a lead
from that, but expand it even
more,” Barham said.
The new senate met for the
first time last Wednesday, Feb.
8. SGA’s regular meeting times
are Wednesdays at 8 p.m.

ter review.
A topic of discussion at the meeting was how students could call for a
student organization’s charter to be
reviewed. “One of the ways that a
charter can be reviewed is if a member of the organization helps CC. If
they do not feel an organization is living to its charter, then they can have
their organization reviewed,” said Jon
Breitenbucher, staff representative of
CC.
In response, Johanning expressed
concern regarding the process of a
student requesting charter review. “If
somebody says that an organization
isn’t living up to its charter, that can
kind of be a loophole for a student to
come in and say you need to engage
in a review process, and that can be an
arbitrary decision,” he said.
Breitenbucher then clarified that
CC would not be required to review
organizations in question. “We can
look at what [the person is] claiming,
then we can look and see if there’s
anything happen in terms of judicial
action for anything,” he said. “But we
don’t have to do the review.”

Bryan Robb ’18, Selective Organization Representative for CC, voiced
concern regarding the review process being instigated by the request
of a single student, who might have
prejudices and biases against the organization. “You might have to say
a ‘collection of students’ over the
course of the semester,” he said. “It
might have to be a collection of students, maybe two or three within the
semester.”
Hannah Huston ’17 asked how
long the charter review process
might take. “If these things were being looked at in this academic year, it
would come up at the end of this academic year and action would happen
in the fall of next year,” said Breitenbucher. “That should be the most.”
Numerous members of organizations present at the CC meeting expressed concern about the actions of
a single individual reflecting upon the
entire organization. “We have to deal
with group sponsored activities and
violations that come out of group activities,” said Breitenbucher.
Breitenbucher emphasized that

CC plans not to focus on the individual, but instead on the groups involved. “There’s zero way for CC to
do anything because [a student] has
gotten called in for judicial hearings
five times this semester for walking
around with an open container[… ]
there’s no way that CC can associate
that with the group,” he said. Brown
is certain that discussions surrounding the charter review process will
ultimately benefit the campus community. “Student leaders in CC have
been [working] hard to create much
more clear and consistent processes
that will enhance and strengthen student organization and efforts, in ways
that represent the many voices of our
community,” he said.
“Almost every subcommittee of
CC is looking at its core processes and
procedures, evaluating them to see if
it serves students as well as it can. It
is very impressive for students to have
this much oversight and influence on
such central issues at the College, and
it is a privilege to work with them
for the good for the community,” said
Brown.
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Say yes to reusable mugs
Wooster dining has made
great strides in creating a more
sustainable and environmentally friendly
campus.
Salad dressing,
which
used to come
in individual
packets, now
Madelaine Braver comes in bulk,
trays have been phased out and
food waste from Kittredge and
Lowry are sent to Quasar, an anaerobic digester on the OARDC
campus that turns food waste
into energy.
There is, however, one area
where students and staff continually choose a v ery environmentally
unfriendly
option over a
greener one:
cups.
As
you
may
have
seen, all dining locations
offer a reusable
mug.
This
mug
functions
on the same
carabineer
system that
takeout boxes use, using
a gold clip to
distinguish
it from the green box clips. This
mug is an alternative to paper
or plastic, single use cups. Aside
from being greener, they also offer a discount on the price of your
drink.
Many students throw their paper or plastic cup into a recycling
bin, believing that they haven’t
done the worst thing for the environment, because at the end of
the day they believe it will be recycled. They are wrong.
Neither is processed in Wayne
County for two distinct reasons.
Paper cups cannot be recycled
because of a thin layer of lowdensity polyethylene that coats
the inside of them, which is not
removed (same with any type
of granola bar wrapper that has
a plastic outside and foil lining,
etc). Plastic cups cannot be re-

“

cycled because the ones that the
college provides are compostable,
making them an unusual type of
plastic that is not handled here.
It is also important to understand that compostable cups will
only breakdown if they are in
an active compost pile, which a
landfill is not. Every disposable
cup on this campus will end up
in a landfill, or worse: in the waterways.
Fortunately, there are options.
The first is to use the reusable
mugs provided by the College,
which can just as easily carry
cold drinks as warm ones. You
don’t have to wash them; if it
breaks it is easily replaced and
you don’t even have to physically carry
the
mug
around. If it
is not in use,
just use the
clip.
T h e y
aren’t
the
nicest,
or
the
fanciest mugs in
the
world
(who hasn’t
had one leak
mid-sip?),
but they sure
are significantly less
wasteful.
Dining Services is also in the
process of finding a new style of
mug to replace those that have
been lost or broken, so if you
have any requests for new features, now is your chance.
For anyone who is more concerned about what type of mug
carries their coffee, Amazon is a
great option for finding your perfect mug. The bookstore also carries several mugs if you would
like to maintain your school
spirit.
Next time you get a drink to go,
make sure to think about the fact
that your cup will sit in a landfill
until long after you are gone, and
grab a reusable cup instead.

There is, however, one place where
students and staff
continually choose a
very environmentally
unfriendly option over
a greener one: cups.”
-Madelaine Braver ’18

Madelaine Braver, a Contributing
Writer for the Voice, can be reached for
comment at MBraver18@wooster.edu.
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Living international under Trump rule
“If you do well in school,
maybe one day we can send you
to a college in America” is often the narrative many
international
students, especially
t h o s e
f r o m
Maansi KuMar South and
East Asia, have grown up
hearing from their parents.
It was like our own version of the American dream.
A lot of us who did end up
coming to the U.S. for higher
education grew up envisioning America as the country
where everyone was accepting of differences, where our
differences would not carry
any baggage. Rather, these
differences would be celebrated, because America was
supposedly the land of the
free and the just.
It was the country where discrimination didn’t occur, especially not on the basis of skin
color (at least since 1968), religion (at least before 2001), gender (at least since 1920) and definitely not socio economic status.
That was before we got here.
Before Facebook and Instagram
blew up with xenophobic rhetoric. Before my parents began to

worry about my safety in America being a person of color. Before my brown best friend was
held to the ground by a security
guard at a club for nothing more
than a trivial reason, to satisfy
a personal racist whim perhaps.

“

in aggressive ways.
She brings up the important
point that international students
already face many struggles that
domestic students don’t, which
is only exacerbated by a lack
of awareness for our issues and
current concerns (not to be
confused with laws regarding immigrants).
The thing about many
of us international students (although I can’t
speak for all the 50+ countries represented at the
school) is that we choose to
come to the U.S., incentivized by narratives like the
one above.
However, if America
stops accepting us and
what we have to offer,
we are well educated and
adaptable enough to relocate and take our skills
with us to somewhere else
in the world that does treat us
with the respect we deserve, one
that doesn’t discriminate on the
basis of appearance.
The America we knew was one
that valued merit and goodness.
That’s the America we need to
save before it’s too late.

A lot of us who did
end up coming to the
U.S. for higher education grew up envisioning
America as the country
where everyone was accepting of our differences [...]”

-Maansi Kumar ’18
Now we live in a different
America, one that none of us
signed up for.
Upon asking my Chinese
friend how she feels in America
today, she tells me that she’s
worried because people don’t
feel the need to suppress their
inner racist anymore. She worries that those who didn’t dare
to express racism before are
now empowered to do so, often

Maansi Kumar, a Contributing Writer
for the Voice, can be reached for comment at MKumar18@wooster.edu.

Progress requires engaging in civil discourse
A couple summers ago, my little
brother and I went backpacking
together in Virginia. One night,
we stayed at
a shelter with
a middle aged
couple
and
an older man
who was a
Navy veteran.
Mariah Joyce As the evening
progressed, we all started talking and eventually the discussion
turned political.
Rather predictably, our neighbors for the evening (who were
all older, white and
from the rural south)
expressed
distaste
for millennials and
the oversensitive liberal elite, and support
for then-presidential
candidate Donald J.
Trump, who had only
just launched his campaign.
Both my brother
and I are fairly liberal,
argumentative
people, and my younger
brother immediately
began to engage with
our neighbors in an aggressive,
combative way.
When you know beyond a doubt
that you are right and the other
person is wrong, it is deeply tempting to look at every argument as a
fight that needs to be won.
That mentality, while satisfying
in the moment, is ultimately smallminded and counterproductive.
In the most recent presidential
election, 48.2 percent of voters
cast ballots for Hillary Clinton

“

and 46.1 percent voted for Donald
Trump.
Our country is politically polarized, and we consume news steeped
in whatever political rhetoric appeals to us: the alt-right flocks to
Brietbart, while liberals nursing
their wounds have retreated to alternative Twitter accounts which
may well feel vindicating, but are
not changing anyone’s mind — nobody follows an alternative Twitter account unless they already
agree with the content it tweets.
And that’s the thing. The only
way forward is to change each oth-

other for being smarter and better
than those that disagree with us.
Those things feel good, but they
are a tragic waste of everyone’s
time and energy.
Go talk to people you disagree
with, and I don’t mean talk as in
“aggressively argue with them in
a way that is so unpleasant that
you confirm all their worst beliefs
about people of your political affiliation.”
I mean that when you have conversations with people who are not
like you (which you should do as often as possible), you should attempt
to really understand
their point of view,
and then respectfully
communicate
yours
and discuss points
where you differ.
Since you’re both
human, chances are
you’re both at least a
little biased.
I will be the first to
admit that these kinds
of conversations aren’t
always satisfying. You
don’t get to walk away
feeling like you’ve gotten more points on the
scoreboard, or that you’ve successfully humiliated the other person with
your superior logic and intellect.
But scoring points is never going to mean anything unless you
actually change that person’s mind,
and the only way that you’re ever
going to do that is to shut up for a
moment and listen to them.

The only way forward is to
change each other’s minds, and
the only way that can happen is if
we engage in civil discourse with
an eye not on scoring points, but
on really understanding the other
person’s perspective.”
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Ashley Ferguson, a Staff
Cartoonist for the Voice, can
be reached for comment at
AFerguson18@wooster.edu

-Mariah Joyce ’17
er’s minds, and that can only happen if we engage in civil discourse
with an eye not on scoring points,
but on really understanding the
other person’s perspective.
Right now we see one another as
the enemy and we have retreated
into self-created cocoons. We spend
time with and consume media from
those who think like us. We have
discussions where we simply agree
with one another more and more
vehemently and congratulate each

Mariah Joyce, an Editor in Chief for
the Voice, can be reached for comment at
MJoyce17@wooster.edu
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Emerald Rutledge turns in first I.S. of
Ellie Kahn
Contributing Writer
Emerald
Rutledge’s
’17
turned in her 92 page Independent Study on the first day of
second semester classes, making her the first member of
the Class of 2017 to do so and
earning herself the coveted first
button. Rutledge, who began
her I.S. project with the goal
of finishing first in mind, attributes much of this success to
Dr. Forbes, Gillian Lee from the
Writing Center and her research
mentor from Brown University.
In her thesis, Rutledge focused on the politics of Beyoncé
Knowles ‘s music. Whether you
consider yourself a highly devoted fan or not, few can argue
with the statement that Beyoncé
is perhaps the most influential
and successful artist in the current music industry.
This is not only due to her
soulful voice and meaningful
lyrics. Beyoncé also uses her music as a way of communicating
important political, and at times
controversial, messages to her
audience about race, tolerance,
oppression and gender.
Rutledge, a senior at the College originally from Atlanta,
explored concepts such as these
and more in her Independent
Study project, which is titled
“Black Women’s Bodies and The
Restoration of Glory: Understanding Beyoncé’s Lemonade as
Political Resistance.”
In her project, Rutledge ar-

Emerald Rutledge ’17, an Africana Studies major, was the first senior to turn in their
Independent Study (Photo courtesy Emerald Rutledge).
gues that Beyoncé’s visual album
Lemonade “can be seen as political resistance because she uses
this medium to provide the space
for Black women to re-define
themselves in opposition to the

stereotypes and monolithic narratives that have been perpetuated about them historically.”
As an Africana Studies major,
Rutledge became interested in
the liberation of Black women

throughout history; this interest became more concrete when
her advisor, Dr. Michael Forbes,
pushed her to connect those
ideas with Beyoncé’s role as a
Black female artist, ultimately

Section Editors:
Sally Kershner
Daniel Sweat

the year
creating the framework for her
Independent Study project.
Rutledge’s project was developed further when she spent
this past summer conducting
research at Brown University,
working with a mentor.
“To support my argument,
I primarily analyze visual aesthetics from the [music] videos
for ‘Hold Up,’ ‘Sorry’ and ‘Formation.’ I also analyze some of
the lyrics from these songs and
reference the poem written by
Warsan Shire that prefaces ‘Hold
Up’ to aid in my reading of certain aesthetics in the video,” said
Rutledge.
Rutledge concludes that overall, Beyoncé “incorporates and
embodies significant components
of African religious and cultural
practices, like the orisha Osun of
the Yoruba religion, to create a
lens through which Black women
could create new recognitions and
understandings of themselves.”
After graduation, Rutledge
will either attend the Graduate School at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison for an
Advanced Opportunity Fellowship, or she will take part
in a PhD program with a similar focus.
Either way, Rutledge will
contine researching how Black
artists provide liberation within their work, both for their
audience members and for
themselves, as well as how music can be seen as an important
and necessary form of political
activism.

WGSS Week hosts keynote speaker Philip Kitcher, renowned
Sally Kershner
ethicist, visits Wooster
Features Editor
Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies (WGSS) Week will
take place at The College of
Wooster next week. Addressing
topics such as dating in the queer
community and consent as well
as the use of vibrators and dildos, WGSS Week is dedicated to
expanding upon previous knowledge of subjects commonly discussed in the WGSS department.
The WGSS department has also
brought in keynote speaker Dr.
Jack Halberstam to discuss gender variance.
On Feb. 15 at 7:30 p.m. in
Freedlander Theatre, Halberstam will present on the idea of
gender variance and how the
recent trend of the news highlighting the transgender community will impact the LGBTQ+
community. The talk is titled
“Trans*: A Quick and Quirky
Guide to Gender Variance.”
Professor of American Studies and Ethnicity, Gender Studies and Comparative Literature
at the University of Southern
California, Halberstam is the
author of five books that all discuss the intersectionality of the
LGBTQ+ community and is currently writing a book on fascism
and homosexuality. Halberstam
has also presented numerous lectures on topics including: queer
failure, sex and media, subcultures, visual culture, gender variance, popular film and animation.
“While we should undoubtedly celebrate recent attention to
transgender rights, transgender
visibility and transgender recognition, not to mention transgender access to public facilities,
we must also resist some of the
streamlining effects of this recognition and ask about what
price will be paid and by whom
for this new visibility,” said Halberstam in the brochure of the
event. Many students involved
in the WGSS department are
looking forward to attending the
presentation because the topic is
something that commonly comes
occurs in WGSS classes.
“I think it’s extremely important that we as a community
push to hear more trans voices.

Anna Hartig
Contributing Writer

Dr. Jack Halberstam will speak at Freedlander Theater on Feb. 15
at 7:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy wooster.edu).
Especially as bathroom bills and
a general intolerance of gender variance and trans identities overall seem to be more and
more acceptable, it’s everyone’s
responsibility to educate themselves about these issues,” said
WGSS major Foster Cheng ’17.
“I hope that students outside of
the WGSS department will make
an effort to attend Halberstam’s
talk.”
This presentation highlights
the significance WGSS Week offers to the College community
because it is a unique time devoted to educating students of all
interests about prevalent issues.
“[WGSS Week] offers a time
to come together and celebrate
gender and sexual diversity and
stand in solidarity,” said Visiting
Professor Dr. Jordan Biro Walters of the WGSS dept. “The
significant insight this program
will provide is key to building a
greater understanding of gender identities and in some cases
overcome prejudice, which will

reduce incidences of harassment
and violence against the LGBTQ+ community.”
Halberstam’s presentation is
only one amongst other informative events taking place during
WGSS Week. On Monday Feb.
12 the Queer Student Union will
present on dating in the queer
community, on Tuesday VOX
will present on Get Yourself
Tested, on Thursday VOX will
present on vibrators, dildos and
cock rings and on Friday k(no)w
will hold a Vulva Drawing Class.
Also look out for the art wall
being put up on Sunday. The
WGSS department will send out
the concrete itinerary via email.
This event is being co-sponsored by the Office of Gender
& Sexuality Inclusion (OSGI),
Center for Diversity & Inclusion (CDI), Queer People of
Color (QPOC), k(no)w, Queer
Student Union (QSU), Cultural Event and the Departments
of Comparative Literature and
English.

Phi Betta Kappa is a prestigious undergraduate honors organization across the
country, and The College
of Wooster prides itself on
having a chapter of its own.
This society includes the Phi
Betta Kappa visiting scholar
program that brings leading
scholars to campuses across
the country. The College of
Wooster has frequently taken
advantage of this program,
including visits from scholars
such as Rigoberto Hernandez
and Wendy Brown.
Taking advantage of this
program once again, the philosophy department sought
the special opportunity to host
Philip Kitcher for a lecture on
Feb. 16. Kitcher is a highly respected professor at Columbia
University who covers a broad
range of topics from philosophy to environmental science.
Since Kitcher has visited the
College in the past, welcoming
him back adds to the excitement of this lecture.
During his lecture, Kitcher
will share his thoughts on
social progress, a topic that
was a popular choice amongst
the philosophy department.
He will further explain how
“social progress is best seen
in terms of local attempts to
solve identifiable problems.
Those problems arise from existing practices and structures
that confine human lives.”
Some of his other topics
such as “Six Problems on Climate Change” and “Pragmatism and Realism: A Modest
Proposal” will be covered during his visit which consists of
two full days on campus. He
will have small group discussions with students, lead classes such as Environmental Ethics and attend the Philosophy
I.S. Roundtable.
“The intention of the longer
visit is to allow for students to
interact with big shot scholars
that small liberal art schools

like Wooster don’t have access
to,” said Wooster’s Associate
Professor of Philosophy Evan
Riley.
Emily Howerton ’17 will be
presenting her I.S. during the
Philosophy Roundtable that
coincides with Kitcher’s visit.
The topic of her I.S. is focused
on the relationship between rationality and morality, which
overlaps with some of Kitcher’s work.
“Philip Kitcher’s The Ethical Project is one of the works
I cite. He writes of an evolutionary explanation of how
morality came to be,” said
Howerton. To hear more about
Howerton’s research, come
to the philosophy round table
at Scovel 105 at 11 a.m. on
Thursday.
Chair of the philosophy department at The College of
Wooster John Rudisill hopes
this will not only attract students to the department but
also reach people in the wider.
community.
“I hope that many students
from across the whole list of
majors at the College will be
interested in and attracted to
the public lecture and so take
the opportunity to hear from
this distinguished visitor,” said
Rudisill.
The lecture will be held in
Wishart Hall in the Lean Lecture Room. Make sure to be
there Feb. 16 at 7:30 p.m. to
catch Philip Kitcher and his
discussion on social progress.
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A history of the Artful Dodge, a Wooster production

Professor Daniel Bourne of the English department presenting a copy of the Artful Dodge,
a College of Wooster production (Photo by Shoshana Rice).

Lily Iserson
Chief Copy Editor
During each Wooster summer
session, a hidden gem of creative
and artistic energy manifests in the
creation of the Artful Dodge, an annual literary magazine based at The
College of Wooster. While the latest issue was published last summer,
the Voice’s A&E editors belatedly
smelled an opportunity for recognizing the Artful Dodge anew. The timing makes sense on the heels of the
journal’s 2017 summer editorial session, where students can volunteer
as active members of the journal’s
selection process, if they so desire.
However, casual readers and book
connoisseurs who missed the Artful
Dodge’s 2016 release may wish to
investigate its prose and poetry on
offer, for its contemplations of connectedness offer solace when busy,
politically-aware college students
may feel barred from meaningful
conversations.
Professor Daniel Bourne of the

English department launched the
journal 20 years ago, and he continues to work on the Dodge as its Editor in Chief. The Dodge’s chief motif,
Bourne argues, has to be place.
“[Place] can be characterized
as cultural, or in a natural science
sort of way it can be political, but
there is some kind of connection to
the world, but then what does that
mean?” Bourne pondered in conversation with me. We sat in a gently
disarrayed space where writers from
Elizabeth Bishop to Roland Barthes
watched us from the side of spines.
The so-called genius and power of
dead writerly predecessors always
merits respect when one works in
English, even as their existence
causes a bit of anxiety in young
amateurs.
The influence of other writers
simultaneously becomes a source
of inspiration. When Bourne was
a younger librarian surrounded by
rare books at Indiana University
he got to handle the first serialized
edition of James Joyces’ Ulysses; he

could also interview the brilliant
surrealist Jorges Luis Borges (please
read Labyrinths, everyone) and Omar
Pound, the son of the modernist poet Ezra Pound, who Bourne
claims is “very open to discussing
anything under the sun, except for
Ezra Pound.”
In Bourne’s memory, he forever
ties amazing literature and culture
with the unexpected location of
Bloomington, Ind., which funded
several cultural studies programs as
a result of the Cold War.
During this time, Bourne started
the Artful Dodge in the interest of
mulling on place in its kaleidoscopic, often contradictory forms, a
“raison d’etre” for which the journal
still strives. For instance, the 2016
issue which was simply entitled
52/53, the Artful Dodge includes
a prose-piece where writer Jeff
Gundy dwells on Kafka as a Mennonite in Prague. “It’s so important
how poets open up new aspects of
language by reassembling the puzzle of that poem in translation in a

second language,” says Bourne, and
indeed, the number of translated
works in each Artful Dodge volume highlights its commitment to
world literature.
The Artful Dodge also gives back
to its student-helping hands, and its
gifts go beyond thought- provoking writing. “Working with Artful
Dodge has really taught me a lot
about the publishing process,” says
autumn smith ’18, an assistant editor this past summer. “When I submit work to journals it helps knowing that those places are doing the
same work we are and are in similar
situations. Knowing what goes into
making a literary magazine makes
me more patient if I’m waiting to
hear back from a journal.”
Channler Twyman ’18 says that
getting his hands behind the Artful Dodge’s editorial team let him
better define what good writing
meant. “Good writing is genuine,”
he says. “It’s easy to spot when people are not being genuine, or when
they don’t know what they’re talking about: ‘oh I’m going to write
this in five minutes and submit it!’
It’s so important to have people
look at your work before you submit it.[Sometimes] you get so
bogged down in the typos and trying to make sense of [a piece], it’s
unprofessional. The best writing
comes from a place of authenticity
and being genuine to the content
and not boring your reader, just
really telling the story, just being
true and authentic and committing
to the story, telling only the story.”
Of Bourne’s ideals for the greatest literature for the Dodge, he says
“place that engages in a vertical
journey downward into the culture and downward into history...
wow, [that] makes me pay attention.” If readers are interested in
heightening their own capacity for
artistic attention, they can pick up
a copy of the Dodge for themselves
at the Wooster bookstore, or they
can contact Bourne about volunteering.

Hamilton: An American Musical remains relevant to today
Coral Ciupak
Viewpoints Editor
To say it’s been a difficult
year would be an understatement. Racial tension, political
scandal, rampant xenophobia,
blatant misogyny and unadulterated idiocy have plagued
the American political climate nonstop. In a matter of
months, the country has seen
a radical turnover of ideology
and political power — and arguably has set the scene for
revolution.
While the current state of
affairs may be a far cry from
the scene of the eighteenthcentury American Revolution,
many today are encountering
the same obstacles as those
back then: oppression, powerlessness, prejudice, spinelessness — the list goes on.
Hamilton, the 2016 American musical following the
life of Alexander Hamilton
pre- and post-revolution, has
gained massive popularity
by reviving America’s revolutionary spirit, particularly
among young people and minorities.
Its story remains just as relevant and empowering as its
factual occurrence over two
centuries ago. ere are just a
few tracks (out of 46, totaling
over two hours) that you can
take inspiration from regarding:
Your beginnings: “Alexander Hamilton”
Takeaway: Many revolutionaries get off to a rough
start, some more so than others. As appears the legendary
case of Alexander Hamilton
— a bastard, orphan, son of
a whore and a Scotsman, impoverished and in squalor —
your origins can motivate your
fight and shape your story.

Hamilton: An American Musical is a sung-through musical about the life of American Founding Father Alexander Hamilton by Lin-Manuel Miranda (Photo taken from Wikipedia).
Your opponents: “Aaron
Burr, Sir”
Takeaway: Everyday, the
American public is let down
by elected representatives
who seem to prioritize their
own interests over those of
the public and the future
of the country. In those instances, demand accountability from your government for
the stances they fail to take
and the voices they neglect to
make heard — because if you
stand for nothing, what’ll you
fall for?
Your voice: “Your Obedient
Servant”
Takeaway: Throughout his
life, Hamilton remained unapologetic of his progressive
and, at times, controversial
career. Though you may not
quite yet be prepared to bleed
out from a gun wound at the

hands of your longtime political rival, Hamilton’s bold
refusals to back down or back
off are inspiring, at the very
least.
Your anthem: “My Shot”
Takeaway: There will always — always — be a million
reasons not to do something,
and believe me, being a college
student is not a good reason.
You are uniquely surrounded
by opportunities to become a
part of something bigger than
yourself, so make every action an act of creation, smash
every expectation and do not
throw away your shot.
Your story: “The World
Was Wide Enough”
Takeaway: No one in history has ever singlehandedly
changed the social, political
and economic landscape of an
entire nation — and no one

expects you to. America is, as
Lin-Manuel Miranda writes, a
“great unfinished symphony.”
Your challenge is not to complete the masterpiece, it is to
do your part and pass it on before you go.
Your legacy: “History Has
Its Eyes on You”
Takeaway: It’s often difficult to expect that you can
play any significant role in the
making of a better future, and
even more difficult to imagine
that your contributions will
be remembered in the years to
come.
Our generation, however,
has a multitude of platforms
from which to fight the good
fight. Whether through social
media, large-scale protests or
one-on-one discussion, now
more than ever, history does
indeed have its eyes on you.
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THE SCENE
H OW N ETFLIX H AS
C HANGED T HE W AY
W E L IVE
“Want to Netflix and Chill?”
A quote known to perhaps everyone in our generation. Netflix, once known as a DVD in
the mail service, is now more
famous for their streaming
service. Netflix has continued
to revolutionize the entertainment industry by also producing original content such as
House of Cards, F is for Family, The Crown, and Stranger
Things.
The accessibility of Netflix
also continues to grow. As of
Nov. 30, 2016, Netflix has allowed users to download movies and TV episodes to watch
on their devices on the go.
You may feel like this is just a
shoutout to Netflix as if they
are the ones who are sponsoring the Voice to produce great
facts about them. You would
be right except for the sponsorship aspect. That’s just how
great Netflix is; they are always there for you.
You want to have a lazy day
filled with laughs, there’s The
Office (both countries), Family Guy and plenty of other
comedies. Just broke up with
your significant other due to
irreconcilable
differences?
Get some ice cream and watch
Master of None, Love or Easy.
Want to learn more about various topics? Netflix has plenty of interesting traditional
documentaries such as Oliver
Stone’s Untold History of the
United States (beware, it will
make you realize a lot of shit
that the United States did),
Minimalism and Killswitch (The
Battle to Control the Internet).
With a lot of great content,
Netflix really has something
for almost everyone. Also, due
to releasing all of the content at one time, there is now
no need to wait before you
can watch the next episode.
This results in increasing discussion about one’s favorite
shows. With different message
boards online, you can always
find a group of people who
love the same content as you
do and have meaningful and
fulfilling conversations about
the movie or show. I myself
am a part of a message board
about the show Black Mirror.
We have a great time connecting points in the show to
actual reality and are always
joking about the day that the
machines will take over.
This is the effect of Netflix
it allows producers to share
their art unfiltered without
commercials and distractions
to their intended audiences.
Their audiences will then in
turn share it with their friends
and the cycle continues. As
Netflix continues to grow, new
shows and movies will continue to be created. We can all
rest easy now that there is a
legal avenue for us to consume
just some of the great media
content of our generation.
Netflix has changed the game,
while Hulu and Amazon Video
tries to get their hat in the ring,
Netflix will probably always be
the last one standing. It is literally always there for you.

Robert Dinkins, Jr. , an A&E
Editor for the Voice, can be
reached for comment at RDinkins19@wooster.edu.
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SoundCloud gives artists an excellent platform to share music
Nicklaus Wilcher
Staff Writer
Picture yourself on your way
home from the bus stop. You
hear a dancehall horn off in the
distance. The distinctive bouquet
of school bus diesel is swiftly replaced with gas of another sort.
You don’t remember what this
peddler looked like, but you distinctly remember thinking his
hydraulic-equipped green lowrider could fly off into space at any
time, surrounded in thick, angelic
haze. Before liftoff he passes you
a cassette box and a slick handshake. Upon opening the toolight container you find a single
slip of paper with a link to his
SoundCloud, and an invitation to
check it, bruh.
Earlier this year Chance the
Rapper announced that SoundCloud releases would be eligible
for Grammy nominations. He described the changing criteria as a
“victory” and was excited to see
“all the SoundCloud albums that
may now be recognized for excellence.” One wonders what masterpieces Chance had in mind, but
the platform has certainly proved
its legitimacy. With a larger user

base than Spotify, the cul-de-sac
and blacktop mixtape landscape
has stretched to global and
biblical proportions, with MCs
serving up bloody sermons
from back streets, grimy basements and locked car trunks.
Among the most prolific collectives on the site is Members
Only, the most prominent affiliates being XXXTENTACION
and Ski Mask “The Slump
God.” Best experienced with
subwoofers and in a mosh pit,
their tracks can honestly be
called fire, with all the roaring
heat the word ought to inspire.
Their sweat-inducing collab
track “Take A Step Back” features the shouted and snorted
chorus line “F****d up, F****d
up, F****d up, F****d up” over
an 808 bassline bitcrushed and
boosted to absurdity. Ad libs
are crammed into every pocket
as if a rapper’s cardinal sin was
silence, expletives slung like
submachine gun spray, swapping accuracy for a deluge of
YUHs and AYYs. In direct contrast they deliver highly precise
flows on the verses, their product an effortless and absolute
turnt-ness.

SoundCloud is a streaming service that puts the artist before the audience (Photo
courtesy of Wikipedia).
On the same track Ski Mask
and X exhibit some trademark
humor with lines like “walked up
in the bank with pack that donkey fart” (followed by my favorite
ad lib, a mouthed fart noise) and
“feel like Dexter, got Double-D’s
in my Laboratory.” Its bass heavy
beats with lyrics scratched on a
bathroom stall suddenly makes
me feel like I’m in middle school
again, but now I get drunk on the
weekends.
What might be the ice to

Members Only’s fire comes from
the group Circle Five and the
pseudo-label BMB Deathrow.
With direct lineage to Spaceghostpurrp and the Southern horrorcore scene (evidenced most
obviously by their imperfectly
photoshopped album art), Circle
Five opts for a decidedly darker
mood scored by the likes of OogieMane and Forza. The 808s
get pounded so fast they bleed
into each other, producing a single pulsating noise over which

cellphone rings, whistles, and
“pew pews” echo into alleyways.
It’s a sound that’s authentically
raw in the crisply produced rap
world.
Of course I don’t expect these
artists to win over the crusty
Grammy judges anytime soon,
but that’s not what it’s about. To
know they’re eligible gives hope
to the middle schooler in me on
the back of the bus, blasting music over the busdriver’s classical
radio station. Check it, Bach.

Kehlani debuts with new album, SweetSexySavage
Desi LaPoole
Contributing Writer
If you’ve been anywhere in
the past couple weeks, you’ve
probably seen soft pink and
bright red paper hearts stapled
to various walls and boards, and
the clichéd “Be Mine!” phrase
printed in cursive somewhere
nearby.
Yes, it’s Valentine’s season,
the time for couples to show how
much they love each other with
store bought chocolates and
teddy bears. However, if you’re
anything like me, you’ll likely
spend this Feb. 14 single and/or
heartbroken. Rather than turning to your favorite Taylor Swift
or Drake album to dive into your
feelings, step into the world of
Kehlani and give yourself a little more this coming holiday.
Kehlani’s debut album, SweetSexySavage, applies a refreshing
alt-R&B sound to the passion,
guilt and heartbreak of modern fleeting relationships. In the
first five seconds of her album,

you immediately feel Kehlani’s
maturity and self-awareness of
the conditions of her love life.
Speaking to past lovers in her
soft inviting voice, she boldly
says, “My condolences to anyone
who’s ever lost me, and anyone
who got lost in me,” setting the
stage for the rest of her album.
She is not like Taylor Swift,
pushing the fault of a relationship ended prematurely on her
partners, nor Drake, begging
them to come back. Throughout
the album, she moves from mulling over her own frustrations
and shortcomings as a young
woman in love in the song “Advice,” to citing the harsh realities of rushing into and out of
emotionally intense relationships in “Keep On.”
Korri Palmer ’20, adamant
Kehlani fan, says, “Even if
she was going through life issues, her music portrays her
as a strong person who’s able
to overcome and rise above it.”
Her lyrics show her as a strong,
confident, bold woman who is

more self-aware and wise about
her situations than many artists
who create music about love and
heartbreak.
Specifically in her genre, Kehlani stands out amongst her
counterparts. Palmer states that,
“With older R&B female artists,
after a heartbreak, they stay in
this mourning place and write
their music about that.” Kehlani offers something more. Not
only do her lyrics explore the
realities of relationships, her
producers have owned the kind
of music so many are trying to
produce.
Many of today’s artists tend
to attempt the music of the 90’s
to invoke a sense of nostalgia
for the fan base. However, Kehlani and her producers not only
own a new form of R&B, but
also aren’t afraid to acknowledge their inspiration. The album name itself is a direct nod
to TLC’s CrazySexyCool, and the
songs which sample older R&B
tracks avoid costuming it with
electric beats or autotune.

Artist Kehlani presents SweetSexySavage, her first
major album (Photo courtesy of Wikipedia).
Everything about this album,
from her lyrics and heartfelt
vocalizations, to the music that
blends it all together effortlessly, sends a clear message:
Get up. Pick yourself up, and
move on. There’s more out
there for you.

WoosterStreetStyle:
Showcasing personal style on campus
Brandy Clark ’18 (Top left)
East Asian Studies major with Chinese minor
On a day where she can take advantage of the weather, Brandy ’18 debuts
some opposing patterns that perfectly complement each other. Her gold earrings pick up on the gold in her shirt, which brings its unique design to the
forefront. Her slim black leggings draw attention to her loose tops, which is
interesting geometrically. Let us know if we can borrow that choker.
Channler Twyman ’18 (Top right)
English major with a film minor
I thought I was feeling confident, that is, until I ran into Channler ’18 wearing
this clever outfit. The blues and reds in his plaid shirt pick up on the rich color
of his pants, uniting the outfit in color coordination. The cleverly buttoned collar says, “I mean business.” With a head tilt and clasped fist, it’s his pose that
makes this outfit look like it’s straight out of a fashion magazine.
Sarah Strum ’17 (Bottom left)
International Relations major
Wayne County better hold onto its Hartzlers, because we’ve got a fashion
mogul on the rise. With an outfit that puts the icon in ‘Sarah Strum’ 17 is a
fashion icon,’ Sarah Strum is at it again. Take note of her hands in her pockets.
Clearly she’s not afraid to make a power play. We especially like the tied jean
jacket look -- it really says, “I’m gonna look fab, Wooster, and I challenge you
to do better.”
Helen Siegel ’17 (Bottom right)
Geology major; On the way to play rugby
Naysayers who claim the athletic can’t be fashion forward: Helen Siegel’s
‘17 ready to face you down on the rugby field. Just look, she’s putting one
leg forward as the color of her rugby ball accentuates the Wooster brand.
The quality of her fabric looks comfortable gleaned from afar, with a custard
pink sweater jacket holding together the standard-black of her gear. We wish
Siegel smashing success in her next rugby tournament; her outfit’s certainly
ready for the challenge.

(Photos by Lily Iserson and Lydia Schwartz and captions by
Lily Iserson, Lydia Schwartz and Eli Millette )

So, this Valentine’s Day, give
yourself a little more. Whether
you’re going through the throes
of a relationship that ended before its time, or simply want
some refreshing music on your
playlist, Kehlani is your girl. I
guarantee it.
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Megan Zerrer
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Ashley Ferguson
Senior Sports Writer
Three years of high school
rugby sparked a passion in Vanessa
Ortega-Ramirez ’19. When she got
to The College of Wooster, she felt
something was missing. The last
time The College had a women’s
rugby team was
over 30 years ago.
Last year, as a
first-year, OrtegaRamirez tried to
get a club sport
started on campus,
though
she
initially ran into
some difficulties.
Often considered
unfamiliar or very
dangerous, rugby,
Ortega-Ramirez
said, is a hard sell.
Her pitch was
rejected because
she didn’t have the
answers needed to
organize a schoolapproved team.
“I’ve never been someone to take
no for an answer,” she said, deciding
she would do everything in her
power to get a team started. She got
help from Jocelyn Vega ’20, who had
also played rugby in high school.
Through a coaching contact, she
was able to find some mentorship.
When she heard that Dean of
Students Scott Brown would be
coming to the College with his
wife, who had coached the twotime national runner-up Colgate

“

start

University women’s team for the
past eight years, she immediately
got in touch and started working on
bringing the club into being. Now,
Brown advises the team and his wife,
Anne-Marie, has taken on the head
coaching position.
Coach Brown noted that rugby is
unfamiliar to many people.
“Very few women
have ever played,
or even heard of,
rugby,” she said.
“That is starting to
change now that the
seven-a-side game is
in the Olympics, but
the vast majority
that show up to try
the sport have never
touched a rugby
ball.”
Rugby
skills
include
passing,
catching, running,
kicking
and
tackling. It is the
only
full-contact
sport for women
that is played with
the exact same rules as men. Though
coach Brown remarked that it could
seem a little intimidating at first, she
noted, “Once a player develops the
proper technique, it is an incredibly
empowering sport. There is
nothing like the feeling of making
a great tackle, a great catch or a
breakaway try.”
Coach Brown also reflected
on the open nature of the sport.
“Players who have come out for the
Wooster team have come from many

women’s
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Players who
have come out
for the Wooster
team have come
from many different backgrounds
and athletic experiences.”
- Anne-Marie
Brown

Three members of the newly founded club rugby team run through a play during practice (Photo by Shoshana Rice).
different backgrounds and athletic
experiences,” she said. “Rugby is
truly a sport for everyone.”
“What I love most about rugby is
the bond you build as a team. Rugby
is a sport that really is a family,”
echoed Ortega-Ramirez. “Everyone
on the team has a place and everyone
is just as important. It’s not a sport
where one person can be the star,
because you need everyone on the
field. The girls that are on the team
already have a strong bond in such a
short time of knowing each other.”
“Rugby requires every body type
— big, small, short and tall,” she

said. “There is a position for every
body and skill set. Athletes from
every sport and even non-athletes
can all become good players. Unlike
football, rugby is played continuously,
and only the ball carrier can come
into contact. It requires players to
think on their feet and constantly be
in support of one another.”
There are two forms of rugby
played at the college level: Olympicformat with seven players on a side,
played in the spring, and Rugby
Union, which has 15 players on each
side and is played in the fall. The
women’s rugby team holds practices

on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 5:30 – 7 p.m. The team will play
Olympic-format rugby in the Ohio
Valley Conference this spring, and
conference play will begin in April.
Dean Brown noted, “The student
leaders have shown much initiative
to get the club established, welcome
new players, and [are] already
having a great time.”
Students are encouraged to
attend spring practices and may
contact Ortega-Ramirez, president,
(VOrtega-Ramirez19@wooster.edu)
or Vega (JVega20@wooster.edu)
with any questions.

Men’s tennis team loses to Findlay, defeats Heidelberg
Ben Blotner
Contributing Writer

The College of Wooster tennis team opened its spring slate
with matches against two different opponents on Saturday,
starting in Findlay, Oh. and
ending their day in Lexington,
Oh. The Fighting Scots lost 7-2
to the University of Findlay,
but bounced back with an easy
8-1 victory over Heidelberg
University.
Jack Buchan ’17 was the only
Scot to win his singles match
against Findlay, defeating Carlos Blanco ’19 in straight sets,
6-4, 6-3. Ivaylo Slavov ’20 and
Brad Strawser ’18 each won
in straight sets for the Oilers.
Slavov defeated Wooster’s Nathan Devereux ’20, 6-4, 6-0,
while Strawser bested Andrew Jack Buchan ’17 serves for the Fighting Scots. Buchan was the only Scot to win his singles match
against Findlay (Photo courtesy WoosterAthletics.com).
Long ’18, 6-0, 6-2.
Despite these sweeps and the 9, completing a 6-2, 4-6, 1-0 vic- tests. Ferrer and Blanco beat
The Fighting Scots fared
7-2 final score, the teams were tory. Kopylec beat Davis Elkins Buchan and Elkins, 8-5, while much better in their secrelatively even during match- ’17, 6-1, 2-6, 1-0, winning the Strawser and Majdalani de- ond matchup against Heideles. Findlay’s Oriol Ferrer ’18, tiebreaker 10-3. Majdalani took feated Devereux and Long, berg, nearly shutting out the
Nicholas Kopylec ’19 and Trev- down Jesse DeWitt ’19, 6-3, 1-6, 8-3. The only Wooster win was Student Princes. Five of six
or Majdalani ’19 all required 1-0, thanks to a 10-4 triumph in Bera and DeWitt’s dramatic Wooster players won their sintiebreaker sets to earn their the tiebreaker.
9-8 victory over Kopylec and gles matchups in straight sets.
victories. Ferrer won a tense
After winning five of six Slavov. This victory may have Buchan took down Benjamin
tiebreaker game over Wooster’s singles matches, the Oilers also given the team the momentum Moore ’17 6-4, 6-2, while DeTitas Bera ’18 by a score of 11- took two of three doubles con- it needed.
Witt defeated Tyler Flickinger

‘17 6-1, 6-2. Devereux did not
allow Dan Driscoll ’17 to win a
game as he prevailed 6-0, 6-0,
and Long nearly did the same to
Paul Claymier ’18, 6-0, 6-1. Jae
Lee ’20 dominated Alex Sprague
’19, 6-1, 6-0. Tate Schoen ’20
earned Heidelberg’s only victory, as he defeated Craig Deng
’20, 6-2, 6-2.
Doubles action saw the pattern of Wooster dominance
continue. Buchan and Elkins
won 8-3 over Moore and Flickinger. Long and Devereux were
8-1 victors over Driscoll and
Claymier; Lee and Deng came
out on top 8-2 against Schoen
and Sprague. It was a scintillating performance all around for
the Fighting Scots, as all players contributed to the victory.
After the split to start the
spring season, Wooster will be
back in action on Feb. 11 against
the University of WisconsinWhitewater and the University
of Wisconsin-La Crosse, and
on Feb. 12 against Elmhurst
College. The Fighting Scots
will travel to Janesville, Wis. to
compete.
The Scots are currently 1-2 on
the season, with their other loss
coming against Walsh University.

MEGAN’S MUSINGS

Entertainment has become our source of news: and that’s not okay
It is undeniable that this
past season has been one of
the most political the NFL
has seen in
a while — if
ever. Colin
Kaepernick’s
protests of
the national
Megan Zerrer a n t h e m ,
Tom Brady’s
tacit support for Donald
Trump, and players’ responses
to the election are just a few of
the ways America’s political
climate has taken over the
world of football. Super Bowl
LI was merely the backdrop
for a wide range of great
commercials
broadcasting
messages about America’s
inclusiveness, diversity, and of
course, Trump’s hair.

For those of you who missed
it — a Budweiser commercial
relayed the story of company
co-founder Adolphus Busch,
who traveled as a young man
from Germany to Saint Louis in
1857 in an attempt to make a life
for himself here in the United
States. Sound familiar? While
the company may have stated
their intent to remain apolitical,
their ad featuring an American
immigrant striving to overcome
rampant xenophobia to achieve
the American dream has some
pretty serious ties to the current
American political climate. Of
course, the ad generated quite
a bit of backlash from homegrown,
Budweiser-drinking
Trump supporters who are now
threatening to boycott the beer.
Ah, how easy life must be when

the only thing you’re concerned
about boycotting is an alcoholic
beverage.
Coca-Cola
brought
back
their 2014 Super Bowl ad,
which features people singing
a multilingual version of
“America the Beautiful.” In a
country lead by a president
who has recently banned
immigration
from
several
countries, this ad developed
an entirely different, but
completely
appropriate
meaning compared to that of
when it first aired.
But a Super Bowl awash
in political undertones is
interesting in itself. How is it
that commercials and halftime
shows are sometimes capable
of speaking to the political
climate and reaching peoples’

homes better than any stories
a regular news media outlet
could run? The fact is, as the
American people, we remain
largely driven by our favorite
forms of entertainment; and
both athletes and actors are
consciously aware of this fact,
which is why they use their
career platforms as a way to get
their messages across. Which is
fine, to an extent. They are in
the public eye and should use
that spotlight to convey their
personal opinions.
But I think we as a nation
have gotten ourselves into a bit
of snag when it comes to news
and entertainment. When we
stop caring about important
things — like a presidential
race or immigration policies
— and turn our attention

solely to what we consider
entertainment (like a big
football game for example),
we lose sight of the long
term policies and ideas that
will affect our lives for much
longer than the outcome of
a Super Bowl. It’s perfectly
fine to take a break from all
the heavy stuff to prop your
feet up and watch Tom Brady
throw around a football, but
it is downright unacceptable
to think that you can just sit
back and watch some classic
American sports and let
everyone else make the big
decisions that affect the entire
country.

Megan Zerrer, a Sports Editor for the
Voice, can be reached for comment at
MZerrer18@wooster.edu.
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Track and field runs strong at invitational

Jordan Dennis ’20 clears a hurdle. Dennis broke a school record
he set earlier this year (Photo courtesy Woosterathletics.com).

Sam Kuhn
Contributing Writer
This past weekend, the Fighting
Scots track and field teams travelled
to Denison University to participate in
the Bob Shannon Invitational.
Jordan Dennis ’19 broke the school
record he set in the previous week

in the 60m hurdles by finishing in
a blistering 9.09 seconds. Other
notables for the men included
Spencer Wilson ’20, who finished in
sixth place in the weight throw (44
feet) and Brian Lief ’19, who finished
seventh in the mile (4:32.92). Dennis,
Justin Fox ’19, Austin Hamlett ’20
and Nick Lines ’20 finished fourth in

the 4x200 relay (1:36.37).
On the women’s side, Carolyn
Webster ’19 grabbed second place in
the long jump at 16 feet, 8.5 inches
and Summer Robinson ’20 earned
second as well in the triple jump with
33 feet, 4 inches. Taryn Szalay ’17
placed fifth in the 200m (27.87) and
sixth in the 60m hurdles (9.95), while
Regan Szalay ’20 crossed sixth in the
400m (1:03.26). In the 4x200 relay,
the Szalay sisters ran with Koral
Kasnyik ’20 and Korri Palmer ’20 and
placed fourth (1:54.76), while later in
the day, Regan Szalay teamed up with
Lissette Torres ’18, Julia Higgins ’19
and Kasnyik to post a third place time
(4:23.35).
“This meet was the last chance
to qualify for the indoor all-Ohio
meet,” Torres said. “There was a
lot of good competition not only
with colleges in our conference but
also from others such as Carnegie
Mellon. I think as a team we are off
to a good start and I’m excited to see
our progression as we get ready for
outdoor conference.”
The Scots will be at it again
this weekend at the All-Ohio
Championships in Westerville, Oh.

Hall oF FaMe snuBs oWens

The New England Patriots overcame a 25-point
third quarter deficit to defeat the Atlanta Falcons in
overtime, 34-28, in Super Bowl LI. It was the largest comeback in Super Bowl history, as the Patriots
scored 31 unanswered points to finish the game.
Tom Brady and Bill Belichick have now won five
NFL titles each, and both have reached seven Super
Bowls. Belichick now holds the record for most Super
Bowl wins for a head coach, breaking a tie with former
Miami Dolphins coach, Don Shula.
Source: ESPN.com

Unanswered points scored
by the New England Patriots
in Super Bowl LI against the
Atlanta Falcons. The Patriots
overcame a 25-point deficit in
the third quarter and scored a
touchdown in overtime.

Former NFL wide receiver Terrell Owens
was controversially not voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame last Sunday. Owens played
for fifteen seasons in the NFL, amassing 15,934
(second-most all time) and 153 receiving touchdowns (third-most all time).
The 2017 class will include LaDainian Tomlinson, Kurt Warner, Jason Taylor and Terrell
Davis and will be enshrined in Canton, Oh. on
Aug. 5.
Source: ESPN.com

Number of wins by former Boston Bruins head coach
Claude Julien, the most in Bruins history. Julien was fired by
the Bruins on Tuesday, after ten
seasons as coach. Bruce Cassidy
was named as interim coach.

104

466

Number of technical fouls
called on Sacramento Kings
center DeMarcus Cousins in the
past seven seasons, the most in
the NBA. Cousins was assessed
a technical against the Chicago
Bulls, when he shoved a coach.

Passing yards for New England Patriots quarterback Tom
Brady in Super Bowl LI, a Super
Bowl record. Brady completed
43 of 62 passes in the game, and
was named Super Bowl MVP
for the fourth time.

14

5

Number of receptions by
New England Patriots runningback James White in Super
Bowl LI, a Super Bowl record.
White had 110 receiving yards
and 29 rushing yards. He also
scored three touchdowns in the
game.

Megan’s

B ite-sized sports
patriots Win super BoWl li

Notable Numbers
31
419

and

Number of Africa Cup of
Nations titles for Cameroon,
who won the tournament
against Egypt, 2-1. This was
the Indomitable Lions’ first title since 2002 and only Egypt,
with seven, has won more African Cups.

aleksi’s

This Month’s Games
NBA
SAN ANTONIO v. DETROIT
GOLDEN ST. v. MEMPHIS
INDIANA v. WASHINGTON
LA CLIPPERS v. CHARLOTTE
DENVER v. CLEVELAND
GOLDEN ST. v. OKLAHOMA CITY
BOSTON v. UTAH
CHICAGO v. MINNESOTA
DETROIT v. TORONTO
SAN ANTONIO v. INDIANA
ATLANTA v. PORTLAND

Events

quick picks

San Antonio
Golden St.
Indiana
Clippers
Denver
Golden St.
Boston
Chicago
Detroit
San Antonio
Portland

Voice

Sunday

Monday

February 5

Tuesday
6

Wednesday

7

San Antonio
Golden St.
Washington
Clippers
Cleveland
Golden St.
Utah
Chicago
Toronto
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Aleksi
(98-49)

Megan
(97-50)

9

10
11:45 a.m.
Great Decisions Luncheon
Kittredge Dining Hall

11
11 a.m.
W. Tennis v. Otterbein

10 p.m.
Fourth Meal
Kittredge Dining Hall

12

13

2:30 p.m.
Scot Sym. Band Concert
McGaw Chapel

14

15
7:30 p.m.
Jack Halberstam Talk
Freedlander Theatre

16

17

7:30 p.m.
Wooster Sym. Orchestra
Gault Recital Hall

Voice Calendar of Events and
Classified Listings
In an attempt to better spread the word of events
on campus, the Voice is dedicating our back page
to campus-specific events and information.
Anything from sports games to theatre productions can be found in the calendar above, with

additional information provided below if necessar y. Campus groups can list events within the
calendar for free. If you would like your group’s
events to be included, you can email Jared Berg
at JBerg17@wooster.edu. Se parate advertisements on the back page are also free.
Advertisements, announcements and inquiries
printed on this page are limited to the campus
community and to on-campus events. Events

18

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
“Funnyhouse of a Negro” “Funnyhouse of a Negro”
Freedlander Theater
Freedlander Theater
7:30 p.m.
M. Basketball v. Witt.
Timken Gymnasium

must be open to the campus at large, and are
not limited to but may include speakers, performances, movie showings, special club events, et
cetera.
The Voice reserves the right to edit or reject
any posts that we receive.
Please direct comments or concerns to Mariah
Joyce ’17 or Jared Berg '17. We always appreciate your suggestions.

